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Prayer Request 
• Justin & Jenn Hall – he is scheduled to have his operation on October 10th. Please continue 

praying for Justin and the Hall’s. If you’d like to stay up to date on how to pray with specificity, 
visit this site: www.caringbridge.org/visit/justinhall2 

 
Ecclesiastes 

• Wisdom literature: What does it mean to “live well”? How do we live “the good life”? 
 

Proverbs Ecclesiastes Job 
Young, optimistic teacher Middle-aged critic Mourning sufferer 
God is fair; righteous prosper 
and wicked fall 

The world isn’t fair; things are 
outside of our control 

Is God just? Does he hear? 
Even still, keep trusting 

        
 

• Ecclesiastes 1:1 – “The words of the QOHELET, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.” 
o Though your translation may say “Preacher” or “Teacher”, the one who gathers due to 

their kingly background is distinct from the Author of Ecclesiastes.  
o The Author’s introduction is 1:1 and their conclusion is 12:9-14.  

• Ecclesiastes 1:2b – “HEVEL, HEVEL, all is HEVEL.” à 38x in the book of Ecclesiastes 
o Translated into “vanity” or oftentimes “meaningless”, our working definition will be 

SMOKE or VAPOR because that is the true intention of the word.  
o Other helpful words to round out the definition of HEVEL = temporary/fleeting or 

enigma/paradox. Because like smoke, once you think you’ve got a hold of it, you reach 
out and it slips right through your fingers.  

• Author’s Primary Aim – To deconstruct all the ways we find meaning and purpose apart from 
God.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
              No Guarantees! 

• How We Respond –  
1. Enjoy the gifts of God, the simple things. In other words, control what we can control! 
2. Fear God and keep His commandments. 
3. Hope in God’s justice and judgment because Jesus is our hope!  

 
 

Time

• "Time always 
wins"

Death

• "The great 
equalizer"

HEVEL

Career

Status

Pleasure

Wealth
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Local Outreach 
• Deuteronomy 24:19-22 

o God’s heart breaks for the sojourner, fatherless, and widow. 
o It is issued as a command; it comes out of the resources that He has already provided.  
o God rescued and redeemed us while we were dead in our sin, just like he rescued the 

Israelites from slavery. It’s through this freedom we should seek righteousness and 
justice for others.  

 
• Clarifying Local Outreach:  

o Courageously making other people’s problems your problems. This is what Jesus meant 
by loving your neighbor as yourself.  

o We aim to “embody” and “declare” through two avenues of mission. 
 

 
 

• Q&A 
o Question: If our groups are already heavily involved in outside ministries, what should 

we do?   
§ Think about what would help your groups take the next steps of obedience. 

Look for ways to build on these existing relationships so that everyone can 
meaningfully participate.  

o Question: What does “regularly” mean?  
§ The goal is not a one-time, $3,000 investment. If we are meaningfully engaging 

with people, a relationship should develop for you to meet ongoing needs.  
• Next Steps 

o October 20th and 23rd: Ask your groups to pray through Deuteronomy 24:19-22 
o October 27th and 30th: Follow up by asking what the Lord has put on your collective 

hearts. Email us to let us know either 1) what your group is pursuing or 2) if you’d like 
our team to support you with some ideas.  

Meal Night

"Embody"
Coming In

Every month

Local Outreach

"Declare"
Going Out
Regularly

The Umbrella of Mission  
Through House Churches 


